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During the early years of the Society, its greatest strength lay 
in the Sections and Regional organizations, many of which antedated the 
formation of the national organization. The first four national conven- 
tions were held in conjunction with regional conferences (1947-1950). 


A major step forward was taken in 1951 when, for the first time, 
the Annual Convention was held as an independent activity of the Society, 
completely divorced from any connection with regional conference. Under 
the leadership of Wade R. Weaver, the American Society for Quality Con- 
trol began to emerge as an organization capable of serving the national 
interests of its members in ways beyond the limitations of section and 
regional groups. A General Convention Committee was created and given 
the responsibility to provide the long range guidance and planning 


conventions. This Committee served the Society ably, as the record of 
nine consecutive conventions under its surveillance amply testify. 


With completion of the 1959 Convention, the General Convention 

Committee was discontinued, thus completing a transition program begun 

a@ year earlier to pave the way for the next major step forward in con- 
vention management for ASQC, viz, the transfer of the business management 
of its conventions to the Society headquarters office and the program 
planning to a committee under the supervision of a vice-president of the 
Society. The 1960 Convention was the first one to be managed and pro- 
grammed under this new administrative procedure. 


These Transactions constitute a record of the presentations at the 
Seventeenth Annual Convention. They have not been subjected to review 
by the Editorial Board of the Society, since there is not time between 
the receipt of papers and deadlines for publication. After the Conven- 
tion, both the papers published in full herein, and contributed papers 
published only in abstract form, will be reviewed by the Editorial Board, 
and certain of them may appear in Industrial Quality Control. However, 
all of the papers and abstracts in this Transaction volume will be 
listed in indexes of the Society. 


ye for permission to reprint any portion of these Transactions 
should be addressed to Professor Irving W. Burr, Chairman, Editorial 
Board, Statistical Department, Purdue University, Lefayette, Indiana. 


Although these Transactions are copyrighted, the American Society 
for Quality Control assumes no responsibility for any of the authors' 
statements. Responsibility for the content of each paper resides with 
its author. 


Irving W. Burr 
Chairman, Editorial Board 
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